Volume 2015

Article 247

2015

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed El Indio Ranch
Roads Maintenance Project Maverick County, Del Rio Sector,
Texas U.S. Customs and Border Protection Department of
Homeland Security
Megan A. Koszarek

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita
Part of the American Material Culture Commons, Archaeological Anthropology Commons,
Environmental Studies Commons, Other American Studies Commons, Other Arts and Humanities
Commons, Other History of Art, Architecture, and Archaeology Commons, and the United States History
Commons

Tell us how this article helped you.
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for Regional Heritage Research at SFA
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from
the Lone Star State by an authorized editor of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact
cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed El Indio Ranch Roads
Maintenance Project Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas U.S. Customs and
Border Protection Department of Homeland Security
Creative Commons License
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

This article is available in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State:
https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol2015/iss1/247

Intensive Archaeological
Survey of the Proposed
El Indio Ranch Roads
Maintenance Project
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Department of Homeland Security
Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas

December 2015
By: Megan A. Koszarek
Principal Investigator: Megan A. Koszarek

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed
El Indio Ranch Roads Maintenance Project
Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Department of Homeland Security

By
Megan A. Koszarek
Principal Investigator
Megan A. Koszarek

Prepared For:

Prepared By:

17111 Preston Road, Suite 200
Dallas, TX 75248

December 2015

This page intentionally left blank

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed El Indio Ranch Roads Maintenance Project
Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas

Management Summary
The Border Patrol Facilities & Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management
Office (PMO), within Customs and Border Protection (CBP), contracted HDR to conduct
a cultural resources survey of the Area of Potential Effects (APE), which includes
approximately 60.44 miles (97.27 kilometers [km]) of existing roads located on the
O’Brien Cinco Ranch in the Del Rio Sector. The APE was limited to the width of the
existing ranch roads and a three foot (ft; 1 meter [m]) buffer on either side. The purpose
of the cultural resources investigation in the APE is to determine the presence/absence
of archaeological resources (36 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 800.4) and to
evaluate identified resources for their eligibility for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP), as per Section 106 (36 CFR 800) of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, or as a designated State Antiquities Landmark
(SAL) under the Antiquities Code of Texas (13 TAC 26.12). Fieldwork was completed by
Principal Investigator Megan Koszarek and Project Archaeologist Ben Fullerton between
September 28 and October 1, 2015. A total of 64 person-hours were invested in the field
portion of the project.
The survey resulted in a pedestrian walkover and photo-documentation of the entire
60.44 mile (97.27 km) APE. The entire APE was heavily disturbed due to the previous
maintenance and use of the roads by the private landowners. The roads varied
throughout the APE. A majority of the roads were graded and bounded by slough piles
on either side, and some of the graded roads were bounded by ditches. In addition, the
survey crew also encountered gravel roads, two track roads, and the entire length of FM
2366 was paved. Most of the maintenance activities for the roads consisted of grading,
sculpting, and ditch excavation
During the course of the survey, two prehistoric archaeological sites (41MV397 and
41MV398) were recorded, both of which were heavily disturbed by the existing roads and
lack integrity. As a result, sites 41MV397 and 41MV398 are recommended not eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP. In addition, 18 prehistoric, non-site isolated finds (EI ISO 001–EI
ISO 018) were identified during the course of the survey which do not meet the definition
of a site.
Furthermore, 13 previously recorded sites (41MV255, 41MV267, 41MV268, 41MV356,
41MV265, 41MV273, 41MV274, 41MV275, 41MV276, 41MV271, 41MV272, 41MV283,
and 41MV279) were revisited within the current APE. Of these previously recorded sites,
only one (41MV255) still exists within the APE. However, while artifacts were observed at
site 41MV255, the APE is heavily disturbed by the existing ranch roads, and all the
artifacts are out of context, thus the site within the APE lacks integrity. Therefore, site
41MV255 is recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP within the current APE.
The remaining 12 sites which were revisited (41MV267, 41MV268, 41MV356, 41MV273,
41MV265, 41MV274, 41MV275, 41MV276, 41MV271, 41MV272, 41MV283, and
41MV279) have all been destroyed within the APE and are recommended not eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP within the current APE.
No NRHP eligible archaeological sites were identified during the investigation. In
accordance with 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 800 and 13 Texas
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Administrative Code [TAC] 26, no further archaeological investigations are
recommended. As a result of the present survey, it is recommended that the proposed
ongoing maintenance of the 60.44 miles (97.27 km) of existing roads within APE will not
have any effect on cultural resources in the project APE. In the event that any
archaeological deposits are encountered during construction, work should cease, and
the Texas Historical Commission (THC) should be notified.
All records and materials generated by this project will be permanently curated at the
Center for Archaeological Studies at Texas State University in San Marcos, Texas.
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1

Introduction
The Border Patrol Facilities & Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management
Office (PMO), within Customs and Border Protection (CBP), contracted HDR to conduct
a cultural resources survey of the Area of Potential Effects (APE), which includes
approximately 60.44 miles (97.27 kilometers [km]) of existing roads located on the
O’Brien Cinco Ranch in the Del Rio Sector (Figure 1-1). The APE was limited to the
width of the existing ranch roads and a three foot (ft; 1 meter [m]) buffer on either side.
The purpose of the cultural resources investigation in the APE is to determine the
presence/absence of archaeological resources (36 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR]
800.4) and to evaluate identified resources for their eligibility for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP), as per Section 106 (36 CFR 800) of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, or as a designated State Antiquities
Landmark (SAL) under the Antiquities Code of Texas (13 TAC 26.12). Fieldwork was
completed by Principal Investigator Megan Koszarek and Project Archaeologist Ben
Fullerton between September 28 and October 1, 2015. A total of 64 person-hours were
invested in the field portion of the project.
The survey resulted in a pedestrian walkover and photo-documentation of the entire
60.44 mile (97.27 km) APE. The entire APE was heavily disturbed due to the previous
maintenance and use of the roads by the private landowners. The roads varied
throughout the APE. A majority of the roads were graded and bounded by slough piles
on either side, and some of the graded roads were bounded by ditches. In addition, the
survey crew also encountered gravel roads, two track roads, and the entire length of FM
2366 was paved. Most of the maintenance activities for the roads consisted of grading,
sculpting, and ditch excavation.
During the course of the survey, two prehistoric archaeological sites (41MV397 and
41MV398) were recorded, both of which were heavily disturbed by the existing roads and
lack integrity. As a result, sites 41MV397 and 41MV398 are recommended not eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP. In addition, 18 prehistoric, non-site isolated finds (EI ISO 001–EI
ISO 018) were identified during the course of the survey which do not meet the definition
of a site.
Furthermore, 13 previously recorded sites (41MV255, 41MV267, 41MV268, 41MV356,
41MV265, 41MV273, 41MV274, 41MV275, 41MV276, 41MV271, 41MV272, 41MV283,
and 41MV279) were revisited within the current APE. Of these previously recorded sites,
only one (41MV255) still exists within the APE. However, while artifacts were observed at
site 41MV255, the APE is heavily disturbed by the existing ranch roads, and all the
artifacts are out of context, thus the site within the APE lacks integrity. Therefore, site
41MV255 is recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP within the current APE.
The remaining 12 sites which were revisited (41MV267, 41MV268, 41MV356, 41MV273,
41MV265, 41MV274, 41MV275, 41MV276, 41MV271, 41MV272, 41MV283, and
41MV279) have all been destroyed within the APE and are recommended not eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP within the current APE.
No NRHP eligible archaeological sites were identified during the investigation. In
accordance with 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 800 and 13 Texas
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Administrative Code [TAC] 26, no further archaeological investigations are
recommended. As a result of the present survey, it is recommended that the proposed
ongoing maintenance of the 60.44 miles (97.27 km) of existing roads within APE will not
have any effect on cultural resources in the project APE. In the event that any
archaeological deposits are encountered during construction, work should cease, and
the Texas Historical Commission (THC) should be notified.
All records and materials generated by this project will be permanently curated at the
Center for Archaeological Studies at Texas State University in San Marcos, Texas.
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Figure 1-1. Topographic Map of the Area of Potential Effects.
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2

Background

2.1

Geology and Soils
The underlying geology within the APE primarily consists of the Escondido Formation of
Cretaceous age (United States Geological Survey 2007). According to data from the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (Soil Survey Staff 2015), the APE contains 16
soil units: Copita fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes; Jimenez association, rolling;
Elindio silty clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Rio Grande and Zalla soils, frequently
flooded; Lagloria very fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Copita sandy clay loam, 1
to 3 percent slopes; Quemado association, undulating; Zapata association, undulating;
Verick fine sandy loam, 1 to 5 percent slopes; Lagloria very fine sandy loam, 0 to 1
percent slopes; Elindio silty clay loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes; Maverick association,
undulating; Mavco loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Verick and Zapata soils, 1 to 8 percent
slopes; Olmos association, undulating; and Laredo silty clay loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes.

2.2

Cultural History
The prehistoric occupation of the south Texas plains is divided into five general cultural
periods (Table 2-1). These periods are based primarily on artifact styles, especially
projectile points, and reflect broad changes in subsistence and settlement patterns.

Table 2-1. Prehistoric Periods and Dates.

2.2.1

Period

Dates

Paleoindian

9500–6000 BC

Early Archaic

6000–2500 BC

Middle Archaic

2500–500 BC

Late Archaic

500 BC–AD 800

Late Prehistoric

AD 800–1600

Paleoindian Period
The Paleoindian period represents the first well-documented human occupation of the
region. Evidence of the earliest Paleoindian complexes (Clovis and Folsom) has been
found throughout south Texas, although most of this evidence is from surface collections
of the distinctive fluted projectile points that characterize these complexes. Clovis
specimens have been found on sites in Bee County (Sellards 1940), Wilson and Dimmit
counties (Kelly 1988), Atascosa County (Hester et al. 1993), and Southern Island
(Perttula 2004). Folsom artifacts have been documented throughout the region;
specifically, Folsom projectile points have been recovered in Webb County (Bettis 1997)
and near Falcón Lake (Perttula 2004). Clovis and Folsom hunters appear to have
specialized in hunting large animals, including mammoth and bison.
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Toward the end of the period, climate conditions became more similar to those that
prevail today. The fluted early Paleoindian projectile points are replaced in the
archaeological record by unfluted Plainview, Golondrina, Scottsbluff, and Angostura
points. These late Paleoindian peoples may have expanded their diet, as suggested by
the broad range of species recovered from deposits dating to about 7000 BC at Baker
Cave in Val Verde County (Hester et al. 1989).
Two stratified Paleoindian sites have been excavated in the south Texas region: Berger
Bluff (41GD30) in Goliad County and Buckner Ranch (41BE2) in Bee County (Sellards
1940). These sites have been critically important in understanding the region’s
archaeological record. Berger Bluff was a deeply stratified site along Coleto Creek.
Excavation there uncovered a hearth and a lithic reduction area more than 8 m below the
present surface. Although no diagnostic artifacts were found, eight radiocarbon dates,
averaging 9500 Before Present (BP) (7500 BC), were obtained. The site is now
inundated by Coleto Creek Reservoir. Early projectile points were also found in a
stratified context at the Buckner Ranch site. Projectile points recovered from the Lower
Horizon include Scottsbluff, Angostura, side-notched “Berclair” types, Midland, and
Clovis. These types represent a considerable time span from at least 13,000 years ago
to as recently as 9,000 years ago (Perttula 2004).

2.2.2

Archaic Period
The long Archaic period in southern Texas is divided into early, middle, and late phases.
The Archaic period is marked by the continuation of hunting and gathering with the use
of a greater range of plant and animal resources and geographic settings. The Archaic
period is characterized by climatic changes. Specifically, the Early and Middle Archaic
phases overlap with the Altithermal (ca. 6000 BC–2000 BC), a warm and dry climatic
episode that followed the Pleistocene. The initial phase of surveying of the Lower Rio
Grande River recorded seven sites that likely date to the Archaic period.

2.2.3

Early Archaic
The Early Archaic is distinguished by a transition from lanceolate projectile point forms of
the Paleoindian period to stemmed corner- or side-notched style projectile points,
including Bell, Andice, Early Triangular, and Early Expanding Stem (Bandy, Martindale,
and Uvalde). This temporal phase is poorly documented in the south Texas region,
especially on the Rio Grande delta where deep sediment deposition has likely buried
early sites (Hester et al. 1989). The available evidence suggests that population density
was unchanged from the Paleoindian period, and that Early Archaic hunters continued to
live in small, highly mobile groups (Hester et al. 1989).

2.2.4

Middle Archaic
The Middle Archaic phase is characterized by Pedernales, Langtry, Kinney, and Val
Verde projectile points. Middle Archaic sites appear more common than Early Archaic
sites, and are found in upland, alluvial, and tributary settings and estuary bays (Hester et
al. 1989).
The Middle Archaic in south Texas is also distinguished by the appearance of ground
stone artifacts (Hester et al. 1989) and other signs of expanded plant use, including an
increase in the number of burned rock middens. Exploitation of coastal resources also
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appears to have increased. However, poor site preservation makes any conclusions
about dietary practices tentative (Perttula 2004).
A broader subsistence range is accompanied by an increase in site size and artifact
abundance, suggesting a population increase (Hester et al. 1989). The appearance of
cemeteries toward the end of the Middle Archaic also suggests population growth. A
cemetery at the Loma Sandia site (41LK28) in Live Oak County contained 205 burials,
many with grave goods, and more than 400 features. Cemeteries have also been
recorded at the Falcón Reservoir site and at the Southern Island site on the Mexican side
of Falcón Reservoir. These cemeteries indicate that the subsistence regimes and
mortuary practices associated with the Late Prehistoric Brownsville and Rockport
complexes may have deep roots and represent a unique regional adaptation (Terneny
2005). Sites from the later Middle Archaic also contain evidence of trade between the Rio
Grande plain and the coastal delta (Pertulla 2004).

2.2.5

Late Archaic
Late Archaic sites are identified by the appearance of small corner- or side-notched dart
points—including Ensor, Frio, Marcos, Fairland, and Ellis types—and distinctive cornertanged bifaces. Some researchers have proposed dividing the Late Archaic into two
parts, Late Archaic and Transitional Archaic, based on changes in projectile point forms
and the occurrence of some projectile point types in both Late Archaic and Late
Prehistoric sites (Perttula 2004) (Hester et al. 1989).
Late Archaic sites are relatively common in the area, suggesting increased population
density (Hester et al. 1989). The period is also marked by a continued expansion of
dietary breadth. Rodents and rabbits become more common in the archaeological record
as do specialized plant resource extraction features such as roasting pits. Sites also
appear to have been used repeatedly, suggesting a more sedentary settlement pattern
or an increasingly scheduled subsistence regime (ibid.). Some degree of specialization in
stone tool assemblages may have developed during this time, with formal tool production
associated with hunting sites and expedient tool production associated with residential
sites (Vierra 2005). Regional trade of items such as marine shell pendants is also
evident. Cemeteries, first apparent during the Middle Archaic, continue to occur.

2.2.6

Late Prehistoric (AD 800–1600)
The Late Prehistoric period is well documented in this region due to an abundance of
well-preserved sites. The use of pottery and the bow and arrow are major technological
adaptations of this period. Late Prehistoric projectile point typologies, however, have not
been formalized (Hester et al. 1989).
In much of southern Texas, the Late Prehistoric period has two distinct horizons: Austin
(AD 800–AD 1350) and Toyah (AD 1350–AD 1600) (Black 1986). Bone-tempered pottery
with incised designs appears by AD 1000. The Toyah horizon is the best documented
and is associated with Perdiz projectile points, small end scrapers, flake knives, beveled
knives, Leon Plain bone-tempered pottery, ceramic figurines and pipes, shell and bone
ornaments, and beads. Toyah sites generally occur near streams.
Along the coast, the Late Prehistoric period begins around AD 1200 and is represented
by the Rockport Complex. In the delta, the Brownsville Complex is contemporaneous.
These complexes are similar to the Austin and Toyah horizons and are characterized in
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large part by bone-tempered ceramics virtually identical to inland types (Hester et al.
1989). The Brownsville Complex is also associated with a well-developed shell-working
industry.
Although presumably more sedentary than Archaic populations, Late Prehistoric people
appear to have relied increasingly on hunting large animals, especially deer. Bison and
pronghorn were also taken (Hester et al. 1989). The Late Prehistoric is also marked by
the appearance of extensive long-distance trade, especially of obsidian from New
Mexico, Idaho, Wyoming, and central Mexico.

2.2.7

Historic European and Euro-American Cultural Period
(1865–Present)
Maverick County served as the gateway into Texas along the Camino Real (aka. Old
San Antonio Road) as the early Spanish explorers began to venture across the Rio
Grande River (Ochoa 2010). Exploration in the county began in the mid seventeenth
century by Fernando de Azcué. After Azcué’s expedition, many Spanish explorers made
their ways into Texas through what is today Maverick County throughout the remainder
of the seventeenth century and into the eighteenth century (Ochoa 2010). In the 1720s,
the French also came to Maverick County to open a trading post (Ochoa 2010).
European settlement of Maverick County began in 1834, with the Dolores colonists led
by Dr. Charles Beales near the site of present day Eagle Pass. After the Texas
Revolution, underground trade with Mexico continued. In 1848, Captain John A. Veatch
set up camp on the Rio Grande River at a location he called Eagle Pass (Ochoa 2010).
The following year, Captain Sidney Burbank established Fort Duncan at that location
(Ochoa 2010).
The discovery of gold in California led many emigrants through Fort Duncan, some of
whom set up shop in the area, such as the California Camp, Eagle Pass’ first saloon.
This growth brought traders into the region such as James Campbell, who set up a
trading post in Eagle Pass (Ochoa 2010). This surge in immigrants led to land
speculation and in 1850, William Leslie Cazneau and John Twohig laid out a plan for
what is today Eagle Pass (Ochoa 2010).
Ranching in what is now Maverick County began in 1765 with Antonio Rivas (Ochoa
2010). Cazneau began ranching on the Rivas land grant in 1850. Friedrich Wilhelm Carl
Groos came to the area hauling supplies to Fort Duncan and convinced 70 Mexican
families to settle near the fort (Ochoa 2010). Two of these settlers, Refugio and Rita
Alerete de San Miguel opened the San Miguel ranch and brought large-scale ranching to
the region (Ochoa 2010). Many of the emigrants and discharged soldiers from Fort
Duncan remained in Maverick County to pursue ranching endeavors (Ochoa 2010).
The community around Fort Duncan grew throughout the mid nineteenth century. In
1851, a post office came to the region, and a stage line from San Antonio was
established (Ochoa 2010). The region became noted for its unsavory residents such as
outlaws and slave hunters (Ochoa 2010). The area around Fort Duncan was known for
its many saloons and gambling houses (Ochoa 2010).
In 1856, Maverick County was created from Kinney County and named after Samuel A.
Maverick, a Texas land baron and legislator. Fort Duncan was occupied by confederate
troops during the Civil War in spite of the fact that the county voted against secession
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(Ochoa 2010). During the War, Eagle Pass served as the trade depot for the Military
Board of Texas and eventually became the sole port of entry for the export of
Confederate cotton (Ochoa 2010). Friedrich Groos began trading cotton at that time and
began running a cotton yard in 1863 (Ochoa 2010). By the close of the War, General
Joseph Orville Shelby led the Shelby Expedition of 500 Confederate soldiers to Eagle
Pass to bring his troops to Mexico (Ochoa 2010). While crossing the Rio Grande River,
Shelby stopped to bury the last confederate flag to fly over an organized Confederate
force.
Following the Civil War, Eagle Pass continued as a center for trade with Mexico (Ochoa
2010). The arrival of the Rio Grande and Pecos Railway to Eagle Pass in 1882
enhanced the international trading capabilities of the city (Ochoa 2010). The city was
known for its saloons, gambling houses, and smuggling operations during the
Reconstruction Era, and the region was dominated by J. King Fisher (Ochoa 2010).
In 1871, 16 years after it was established, Maverick County was officially organized.
Around this time, new ranches were established, telegraph communication came to Fort
Duncan, and the Maverick County Courthouse was built. The population grew from 1,951
in 1870 to 2,967 in 1880 (Ochoa 2010). Ranching and farming was very common, but
most of the ranch and farm land was concentrated on a few large ranches (Ochoa 2010).
Ranchers raised sheep and cattle in the region, but the turn of the century witnessed a
decline in livestock (Ochoa 2010). Livestock numbers remained low the first half of the
twentieth century, but by 1971; 750,000 acres of Maverick County were devoted to
ranching, and between 15,000 and 20,000 cattle were shipped each year.
In the beginning of the twentieth century, attempts were made to irrigate crops on farms
in the Rio Grande Valley using water from the Rio Grande River (Ochoa 2010). Farmers
grew onions, figs, alfalfa, and cotton. One of these farms was the Indio Ranch, opened
by Goldfrank and Frank. The ranch was opened for settlement and farming alfalfa and
cotton (Ochoa 2010). The Maverick County Canal system was built and operational by
1932, which encouraged more farming in the area around the Quemado Valley and El
Indio (Ochoa 2010). At this time, the population grew 65 percent and 344 fully owned
farms were in use in 1935 (Ochoa 2010). By 1980, 40,000 acres of the Rio Grande
bottom cropland was irrigated (Ochoa 2010). In 1982, 88 percent of all land in the county
was considered farmland and ranches, but only 2 percent of the farmland was under
cultivation, and most of that was irrigated.
Flight became an important aspect of Eagle Pass beginning in 1911, when Lt. Benjamin
D. Foulois and Phil Parmalee, a civilian, landed a Wright Type B Scout biplane on the
Fort Duncan parade ground. In 1942, the Army Air Force built a single-engine advanced
flying school north of Eagle Pass. Around this time oil exploration began in the county,
and oil development began in earnest in the 1950s (Ochoa 2010). By 1970, 300 oil wells
were producing in the county (Ochoa 2010). In the second half of the twentieth century, a
number of industries came to Maverick County. These include: a cotton gin, cattle
feedlots, a spinach-packing shed, Eagle Pass Manufacturing Company, WilliamsonDickie Manufacturing Company, the Reynolds Mining Corporation, Alta-Verde Industries,
and Maverick Beef Producers.
In 1982, Maverick County ranked fourth among all counties in the United States in
percentage of persons of Spanish origin (Ochoa 2010). The largest ancestry groups in
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the county were persons of Hispanic descent (90 percent), English descent (3 percent),
and Irish descent (2 percent) (Ochoa 2010). In the fifteen United States presidential
elections between 1872 and 1928 Maverick County voters cast a majority vote for the
Democratic candidate on seven occasions and the Republican nominee on eight
occasions, including the last four elections prior to 1932 (Ochoa 2010).
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3

Methods

3.1

Previous Investigations near the APE
A review of THC’s Archeological Sites Atlas (Atlas) indicates that, within a one-mile (1.6
km) buffer zone of the APE, there have been 11 archaeological surveys and 35
archaeological sites recorded (Figure 3-1). No Official Texas Historical Markers
(OTHMs), Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks (RTHLs), SALs, cemeteries, or NRHP
eligible or listed resources or districts are located within one mile of the APE.

December 2015 | 11

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed El Indio Ranch Roads Maintenance Project
Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas

This page intentionally left blank

12 | December 2015

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed El Indio Ranch Roads Maintenance Project
Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas

Figure 3-1. Previous Cultural Resources Surveys and Archaeological Sites within One Mile of the Area of Potential Effects.
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3.1.1

Previous Archaeological Surveys within One Mile of the Area of
Potential Effects.
According to the Atlas, 11 archaeological surveys have been conducted within one mile
(1.6 km) of the APE (Table 3-1). Of these surveys, five intersect the current APE.

Table 3-1. Previous Cultural Resources Surveys within One Mile of the Area of
Potential Effects.
Object
ID

Contractor

Report Title

Agency

Year

Comments

10396

COE-FWD

—

—

2000

—

9695

TWDB

An Archeological Survey
of Proposed Water
System Improvements,
City of Brady, McCulloch
County, Texas

TWDB

2001

TAC # 2539; wrong
TAC # possible

10397

COE-FWD

—

—

2000

—

TWDB

An Archeological Survey
of Proposed Water
System Improvements,
City of Brady, McCulloch
County, Texas

TWDB

2001

TAC # 2539;
intersects APE;
wrong TAC #
possible

20297

City of Eagle
Pass /
TWDB

Intensive Archeological
Survey of Proposed
Water Supply
Infrastructure
Improvements for the
City of Eagle Pass,
Maverick County, Texas

Blanton &
Associates

2011

TAC # 5802;
intersects APE

36168

US Customs
and Border
Protection

—

Northland
Research,
Inc.

2013

—

37760

US Customs
and Border
Patrol

—

Northland
Research,
Inc.

2013

Intersects APE

10121

COE-FW /
JTF6

—

—

2001

Intersects APE

9441

Maverick
County

Survey Investigations of
the Proposed Maverick
County Landfill Site,
Eagle Pass, Texas

Hicks & Co.

1998

TAC # 2082

10126

COE-FW /
JTF6

—

—

2000

Intersects APE

9652

JTF-6

—

—

2000

—

9694
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3.1.2

Archaeological Sites within One Mile of the Area of Potential
Effects.
A total of 35 archaeological sites were recorded within one mile (1.6 km) of the APE
(Table 3-2). Thirteen of these sites (41MV255, 41MV356, 41MV265, 41MV273,
41MV274, 41MV275, 41MV276, 41MV271, 41MV272, 41MV267, 41MV268, 41MV283,
and 41MV279) intersect with the current APE, all of which were revisited within the APE
during this survey and are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 below. Two of the sites within
the one-mile search radius (41MV255 and 41MV249) are considered eligible for inclusion
in the NRHP. Furthermore, 22 of the sites have undetermined eligibility statuses, 1 is
unknown, and the remaining 10 are not eligible.

Table 3-2. Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within One Mile of the
Area of Potential Effects.
Site Number

Cultural
Affiliation

Features /
Function

NRHP
Eligibility

Comments /
Recommendations

41MV257

Prehistoric

Open campsite

Not eligible

No further work
recommended

41MV258

Multicomponent

Historic debris
scatter and
Late Archaic
open campsite

Undetermined

No further work
recommended

41MV279

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

Intersects APE

41MV283

Multicomponent

Prehistoric
occupation
area and Late
th
th
19 –Early 20
c. farm and
ranch
headquarters

Undetermined

Intersects APE

41MV244

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Unknown

No further work
recommended

41MV265

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

No further work
recommended;
intersects APE

41MV273

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

Intersects APE

Undetermined

Further work
recommended should
future JTF-6 road
improvements affect
this area; intersects
APE

Undetermined

Further work
recommended should
future JTF-6 road
improvements affect
this area; intersects
APE

41MV274

41MV275
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Table 3-2. Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within One Mile of the
Area of Potential Effects.
Site Number

Cultural
Affiliation

Features /
Function

NRHP
Eligibility

Comments /
Recommendations

41MV276

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

Intersects APE

41MV271

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

Intersects APE

41MV272

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

No further work
recommended;
intersects APE

41MV266

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

No further work
recommended; located
adjacent to the APE

41MV255

Multicomponent

Historic graffiti
and prehistoric
artifact scatter

Eligible

Intersects APE

41MV267

Prehistoric

Lithic raw
material source

Not eligible

Intersects APE

41MV256

Prehistoric

Habitation

Undetermined

—

41MV268

Prehistoric

Late stage
lithic reduction
site, possible
habitation

Undetermined

Intersects APE

41MV269

Prehistoric

Late Archaic
occupation

Undetermined

Further testing
considered “valuable”

41MV270

Historic

Engineering
structures

Undetermined

No further work
recommended

41MV251

—

—

Undetermined

Site description not
available via the Atlas

41MV252

Prehistoric

—

Not eligible

Site description not
available via the Atlas

41MV253

—

—

Undetermined

Site description not
available via the Atlas

41MV254

—

—

Undetermined

Site description not
available via the Atlas

41MV250

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Not eligible

No further work
recommended

41MV249

—

—

Eligible

Site description not
available via the Atlas

41MV248

—

—

Undetermined

Site description not
available via the Atlas
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Table 3-2. Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within One Mile of the
Area of Potential Effects.
Site Number

Cultural
Affiliation

Features /
Function

NRHP
Eligibility

Comments /
Recommendations

41MV261

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Not eligible

No further work
recommended

41MV262

Prehistoric

Lithic
procurement

Not eligible

No further work
recommended

41MV263

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Not eligible

No further work
recommended

41MV264

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Not eligible

No further work
recommended

41MV356

—

—

Undetermined

No information
available via the Atlas;
intersects APE

41MV241

Prehistoric

Lithic scatter

Undetermined

Need landowner
permission to make
surface collections

41MV354

—

—

Not eligible

No information
available via the Atlas

41MV360

—

—

Undetermined

No information
available via the Atlas

41MV260

Prehistoric

Open campsite

Not eligible
within ROW

No further work
recommended

In addition to the sites which intersect the APE, one site, 41MV266, is located adjacent to
the APE (within 20 ft [6 m]). The site consists of a small lithic scatter and small
semicircular rock feature on an exposed ridge top. Artifacts at the site include five flakes,
four bifacial cores, two utilized flakes, two tested cobbles, and an “unusual naturally
eroded rock that may be artifactual.” The semicircular rock feature is approximately 60
centimeters (cm; 24 inches [in]) in diameter, but the recorder notes that the feature has
been disturbed. It is located at the margin of the ridge top, where it begins to slope
downward. The eligibility of site 41MV266 for inclusion in the NRHP is undetermined. No
further work is recommended at this site since it is located outside the ROW. This site is
located in close proximity to the APE and could potentially be affected if the construction
extends beyond the current APE.

3.2

Survey Methods
HDR conducted an intensive archaeological survey of the approximately 60.44-mile APE
(97.27 km) according to the THC survey standards (as referenced in 13 TAC 26.20). The
APE consists of the existing ranch roads and a 3 ft (1 m) buffer on either side. A
minimum of 60 percent ground visibility was observed throughout the APE. Due to the
high ground visibility, lack of soil deposition, and existing ranch roads, a pedestrian
survey was employed throughout the APE. The entire APE was systematically traversed
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by two archaeologists within the width of the existing roads. All previously recorded sites
within the APE were revisited to document their current condition within the APE. Digital
photographs were used to document the survey conditions, disturbances, and any
cultural features observed; and details of each photograph were recorded on
standardized forms.

3.2.1

Site Designation
The THC differentiates between archaeological sites and isolated finds. Sites are
evaluated and recommended eligible or ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP. Isolated
finds are ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP as they do not meet the requirements to be
designated as a site. The HDR standards for defining archaeological sites and isolated
finds involves the cultural affiliation and number of artifacts present within an area of predetermined size. A prehistoric site designation is applied when five or more prehistoric
artifacts are present within a 20 m² (215 ft²) area. A historic site designation is applied
when 10 or more artifacts of two or more artifacts classes are present within a 20 m²
(215 ft²) area. Isolated finds are defined as the presence of four artifacts or less within a
20 m² (215 ft²) area. Site boundaries are defined by the presence of surficial materials
and by shovel tests yielding cultural materials. Where possible, all radial shovel tests are
excavated at 10 m intervals until two sterile units are encountered in all cardinal
directions. As part of the identification and documentation of sites, sites are recorded on
a State of Texas Archeological Data Site Form. This form records a variety of data
including location, setting, artifactual materials recovered, and other information. All sites
are sketch-mapped, recorded using a GPS, and photo-documented. Once completed,
the form is submitted to the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory (TARL) for official
trinomial designation. All records and materials generated by this project will be
permanently curated at the Center for Archaeological Studies at Texas State University
in San Marcos, Texas.
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4

Results
The APE consists of approximately 60.44 miles (97.27 km) of existing roads and a 3 ft (1
m) buffer on either side for the proposed ongoing maintenance of new CBP infrastructure
(Figure 4-1). The ground surface visibility was over 60 percent throughout the APE.
Beginning at the northeastern corner of the O’Brien Cinco Ranch, Koszarek and
Fullerton systematically traversed the APE within the width of the existing roads to
pedestrian survey the entire APE. The roads varied throughout the APE. A majority of
the roads were graded and bounded by slough piles on either side, and some of the
graded roads were bounded by ditches. In addition, the survey crew also encountered
gravel roads, two track roads, and the entire length of FM 2366 was paved. The roads
have been previously maintained for use by the ranchers and CBP. The roads are well
maintained, and maintenance activities for the roads consist of grading and sculpting the
roads, and ditch excavation along the roads.
The survey resulted in the identification of two newly recorded prehistoric archaeological
sites, the revisit of 13 previously recorded sites, and the identification of 18 non-site
isolated finds (Table 4-1). All the cultural resources identified in the APE are
recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.

Table 4-1. Identified Cultural Resources within the APE and NRHP
Recommendation.
Identifier

Type

Temporal
Affiliation

NRHP Status

Recommendations/
Comments

41MV397

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV398

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV255

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV356

Site

Historic

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV265

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV273

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV274

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV275

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV276

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV271

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV272

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV267

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV268

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work
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Table 4-1. Identified Cultural Resources within the APE and NRHP
Recommendation.
Identifier

Type

Temporal
Affiliation

NRHP Status

Recommendations/
Comments

41MV283

Site

Multicomponent

Not eligible within APE

No further work

41MV279

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible within APE

No further work

EI ISO 001

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 002

Isolate

Historic

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 003

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 004

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 005

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 006

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 007

Isolate

Historic

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 008

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 009

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 010

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 011

Isolate

Historic

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 012

Isolate

Historic

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 013

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 014

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 015

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 016

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 017

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

EI ISO 018

Isolate

Prehistoric

Not Eligible

No further work

In addition, 10 previously recorded sites were located adjacent to the APE, within 60 m
(197 ft). These sites did not intersect the APE, so site revisits were not conducted. Site
41MV266 is plotted adjacent to the Atlas at the border of the APE, but the site form and
maps indicate that it is located approximately 60 m (197 ft) to the east of the APE. The
survey of the section of the APE in the vicinity of the plotted location of site 41MV266 did
not encounter any evidence of archaeology. This finding confirms that the site does not
intersect the current APE.
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Table 4-2. Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites Adjacent to But Not
Intersecting the Area of Potential Effects.
Identifier

Type

Temporal
Affiliation

NRHP Status

Recommendations/
Comments

41MV266

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

41MV256

Site

—

Undetermined

Site type not
indicated on Atlas

41MV269

Site

Prehistoric

Undetermined

No further work

41MV270

Site

Historic

Undetermined

No further work

41MV251

Site

—

Undetermined

Site type not
indicated on Atlas

41MV252

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible

Site type not
indicated on Atlas

41MV253

Site

—

Undetermined

Site type not
indicated on Atlas

41MV254

Site

—

Undetermined

Site type not
indicated on Atlas

41MV250

Site

Prehistoric

Not eligible

No further work

41MV249

Site

—

Eligible

Site type not
indicated on Atlas
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Figure 4-1. Aerial Photographic Map of Area of Potential Effects Showing Survey Results.
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4.1

41MV397
The first newly recorded site encountered during the course of the survey (41MV397) is a
sparse lithic scatter observed within the existing road (Figure 4-2). The site is situated on
a terrace approximately 160 m (525 ft) east of the Rio Grande River and measures
266.59 x 22.30 m (874.64 x 73.16 ft; 1,792.48 m² [19,294.09 ft²]) and contains a total of
nine artifacts. These include seven chert flakes and two chert cores (Table 4-3 and Table
4-4). No diagnostic artifacts or features were observed at the site.
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Figure 4-2. Site Map of Site 41MV397.
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Table 4-3. Prehistoric Artifacts at Site 41MV397.
41MV397
Artifact Category

Number of Artifacts

Percentage of Assemblage

Chipped Stone Debitage

7

78%

Bifaces

—

%

Informal Tools

—

%

Projectile Points

—

%

Cores

2

22%

Tested Cobbles

—

%

Ground Stones

—

%

Fire Cracked Rock

—

%

Mussel Shell

—

—

Animal Bone

—

—

Charcoal

—

—

9

100%

Lithics

Ecofacts

TOTAL

Table 4-4. Chipped Stone Distribution at Site 41MV397.
41MV397
Flake Type

Number

Percentage

Primary

—

%

Secondary

3

43%

Tertiary

4

57%

Shatter

—

%

TOTAL

7

100%
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The site is located within the road on a terrace above the Rio Grande River (Figure 4-3).
Soils in the area consist of Lagloria very fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, which
formed in calcareous silty alluvium from mixed sources (Soil Survey Staff 2015).
However, at the site, the soils have eroded down to hardpan due to traffic on the road.
Due to the lack of soils at site 41MV397 and its location within a frequently traversed
road, no shovel tests were excavated at the site (see Figure 4-3). Surface visibility was
approximately 90 to 100 percent. Vegetation adjacent to the site consists of mesquite,
creosote, prickly pear, and mixed grasses.

Figure 4-3. Overview of Site 41MV397, Facing South by Southwest.

A majority of the debitage were gray chert secondary flakes. Other materials represented
were white chert, tan chert, and pink chert (Figure 4-4). All artifacts were sparsely
distributed throughout the site within the road.
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Figure 4-4. Tan Chert Core Observed at Site 41MV397.

Site 41MV397 was observed in a graded dirt road, which is heavily trafficked by both
ranchers and the CBP. Furthermore, the road has been routinely maintained. As a result,
site 41MV397 is heavily disturbed and lacks integrity.
Due to the low artifact density, lack of diagnostic artifacts and features, lack of soil
deposition, and lack of integrity, site 41MV397 is considered to have low potential to aid
in our understanding of the prehistory of the area. Site 41MV397 is recommended not
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.

4.2

41MV398
The second new site encountered during the course of the survey (41MV398) was a lithic
scatter observed within the existing road (Figure 4-5). The site is situated on a terrace
approximately 100 m (328 ft) southeast of the Rio Grande River. It measures 110.23 x
10.21 m (361.65 x 33.50 ft; 731.91 m² [7,878.21 ft²]) and contains a total of 138
prehistoric artifacts. These include 137 chert flakes and 1 chert core (Table 4-5 and
Table 4-6). In addition, one amethyst glass shard was identified within the site. No
diagnostic artifacts or features were observed at the site.
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Figure 4-5. Site Map of Site 41MV398.
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Table 4-5. Prehistoric Artifacts at Site 41MV398.
41MV398
Artifact Category

Number of Artifacts

Percentage of Assemblage

Chipped Stone Debitage

137

99.3%

Bifaces

—

%

Informal Tools

—

%

Projectile Points

—

%

Cores

1

0.7%

Tested Cobbles

—

%

Ground Stones

—

%

Fire Cracked Rock

—

%

Mussel Shell

Present

—

Animal Bone

—

—

Charcoal

—

—

TOTAL

138

100%

Lithics

Ecofacts

Table 4-6. Chipped Stone Distribution at Site 41MV398.
41MV398
Flake Type

Number

Percentage

Primary

1

0.7%

Secondary

6

4.4%

Tertiary

130

94.9%

Shatter

—

%

TOTAL

137

100%
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Site 41MV398 is located approximately 308 m (1010 ft) northeast of site 41MV397 (see
Figure 4-1) on a graded dirt road. The site is located on a terrace above the Rio Grande
River within a graded road (Figure 4-6). Soils in the area consist of Lagloria very fine
sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, which formed in calcareous silty alluvium from mixed
sources (Soil Survey Staff 2015). However, at the site, the soils have eroded down to
hardpan (Figure 4-7). No shovel tests were excavated at site 41MV398 because it is
located within a frequently used road and has a lack of soil deposition (see Figure 4-6
and Figure 4-7). Surface visibility at site 41MV398 was approximately 90 to 100 percent.
Vegetation adjacent to the site consists of mesquite, creosote, prickly pear, and mixed
grasses.

Figure 4-6. Overview of Site 41MV398, Facing North by Northeast.
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Figure 4-7. Photo Showing Hardpan / No Soil Deposition at Site 41MV398.

A total of 137 chert chipped stone debitage was found at this site (Figure 4-8). Most of
the debitage consists of chert microflakes scattered throughout the northern end of the
site. The chert observed at site 41MV398 ranged in colors—including brown, tan, white,
gray, and pink. In addition, very small crushed mussel shell fragments were identified
within the road, primarily in the northern half of the site (Figure 4-9).
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Figure 4-8. Artifacts Observed at Site 41MV398.
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Figure 4-9. Overview of Site 41MV398 Showing Crushed Mussel Shell, Facing
North.

Site 41MV398 is heavily disturbed. It is located within a well-maintained, graded dirt and
gravel road, which is heavily trafficked by both ranchers and the CBP. Due to these
circumstances, site 41MV398 lacks integrity.
Due to the lack of integrity, lack of diagnostic artifacts or features, and lack of soil
deposition, site 41MV398 is considered to have low potential to aid in our understanding
of the prehistory and history of the area. Site 41MV398 is recommended not eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP.

4.3

41MV255
Site 41MV255 is a previously recorded multicomponent archaeological site located
approximately 50 m (164 ft) east of the Rio Grande River (Figure 4-10). According to the
site form available via the Atlas, the site consists of historic graffiti on three bedrock
panels at the southernmost portion of the site. The site form and sketch map indicate that
above the escarpment is a prehistoric site of unknown type. The site dimensions are 466
x 115 m (1,528.87 x 377.30 ft; 34,088.70 m² [366,927.70 ft²]). According to the site form,
the bedrock inscriptions are from four soldiers of the 3rd Infantry, Company K, of the U.S.
Army in 1919. The inscriptions read: "PVT. B. V. BAY. CO.K. 3RDINF. 3-9-19", "PVT.
BAY. CO.K.3RD INF.", Pvt. COZART. CO.I 1/15/19 2/4/19", and "Pvt. BOWMAN, F
CO.K.3RD INF”. No artifacts were observed in association with the graffiti.
During the El Indio project, site 41MV255 was revisited within the APE. During the revisit,
a total of 131 artifacts were observed (Table 4-7 and Table 4-8). All the artifacts were
observed within the road along the escarpment toward a picnic area. No diagnostic
artifacts were observed at site 41MV255 within the survey area.
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Figure 4-10. Revisit Results for Sites 41MV255, 41MV267, and 41MV268.
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Table 4-7. Prehistoric Artifacts at Site 41MV255.
41MV255
Artifact Category

Number of Artifacts

Percentage of Assemblage

Chipped Stone Debitage

124

94.7%

Bifaces

5

3.8%

Informal Tools

2

1.5%

Projectile Points

—

%

Cores

—

%

Tested Cobbles

—

%

Ground Stones

—

%

Fire Cracked Rock

—

%

Mussel Shell

Present

—

Animal Bone

—

—

Charcoal

—

—

TOTAL

131

100%

Lithics

Ecofacts

Table 4-8. Chipped Stone Distribution at Site 41MV255.
41MV255
Flake Type

Number

Percentage

Primary

1

1%

Secondary

13

10%

Tertiary

110

89%

Shatter

—

%

TOTAL

124

100%
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Artifacts at site 41MV255 were observed within the road on a terrace above the Rio
Grande River (Figure 4-11). The soils in the area are Rio Grande and Zalla soils,
frequently flooded; and the Olmos association, undulating. There was no soil deposition
at the site, and its location within the existing road precluded shovel testing. Surface
visibility at the site was approximately 90 to 100 percent. Vegetation consists of honey
mesquite, prickly pear, and mixed grasses.

Figure 4-11. Overview of Site 41MV255, Facing Southeast.

A total of 131 prehistoric artifacts were observed at the site, all of which were chert
flakes. A majority of the artifacts were tertiary flakes found dispersed throughout the site
(Figure 4-12 and Figure 4-13). In addition, five stage 2 biface fragments were found
within the APE (Callahan 1979). In addition, a sparse scattering of crushed mussel shell
was observed at the site, but no defined concentration could be identified. The artifacts
were observed within the existing road and have been heavily impacted by the road
usage and maintenance.
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Figure 4-12. Debitage Observed at Site 41MV255.

Figure 4-13. Biface Fragments Observed at Site 41MV255.

Site 41MV255 is heavily disturbed within the APE. The road is heavily utilized by both
ranchers and the CBP and has been well maintained. Furthermore, the site has likely
been looted over the years by people visiting the picnic area near the end of the road at
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the southernmost extent of the site. Due to these circumstances, site 41MV255 lacks
integrity within the APE.
Due to the lack of integrity, lack of diagnostic artifacts and features, and lack of soil
deposition, site 41MV255 within the current APE is considered to have low potential to
aid in our understanding of the prehistory of the area. Site 41MV255 is recommended not
eligible within the APE for inclusion in the NRHP.

4.4

41MV267
Site 41MV267 was recorded in 2000 as a lithic raw material source (Figure 4-10). The
site was recorded by Wendy Lopez & Associates and consists of early stage lithic
reduction debitage, discarded cores, a broken late stage biface, and a utilized flake. A
ranch road (the current APE) bisects the western edge of the site. One artifact was
observed within the road by the original site recorders. Site 41MV267 was recommended
not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP in 2001.
The recorded location of the western portion of site 41MV267 was revisited during this
survey to determine if it remains intact within the APE (Figure 4-14). No artifacts or
features were observed within the survey area. The road has been graded, resulting in
gravel berms on either side of the APE. The frequent use of the road and its required
maintenance has destroyed the site within the survey area. Site 41MV267 is
recommended not eligible within the APE.
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Figure 4-14. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV267, Facing East.
Note Gravel Berms Adjacent to the Road.

4.5

41MV268
Wendy Lopez & Associates recorded site 41MV268 in 2000 as a lithic scatter of
moderate size on a gravelly high terrace (Figure 4-10). The site is characterized by late
stage lithic reduction and may represent a habitation site. It is bisected by the ranch
road, which is the current APE, and a barbed wire fence. Artifacts recorded at site
41MV268 include chipped stone debitage and a preform. According to the original site
form, the preform is likely for an Andice, Bell (Calf Creek), or Castroville type point,
dating to the Early or Late Archaic. At the time it was originally recorded, the western
portion of the site was heavily disturbed by a barbed wire fence and ranch road
maintenance. As of 2001, the eligibility of site 41MV268 for inclusion in the NRHP was
undetermined.
During the revisit of site 41MV268 within the current APE, heavy road disturbance was
noted (Figure 4-15). No artifacts or features were observed at the recorded location of
site 41MV268. However, a single tertiary flake was recorded in the road approximately
50 m (164 ft) south of the site datum. The flake was found in the middle of the road,
which has been graded, exposing the natural gravels in the area. Given the extent of
disturbance to the road, the flake is likely not within its original context. Based on these
findings, site 41MV268 has been destroyed within the current APE. This site, 41MV268,
is considered not eligible within the current APE for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-15. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV268, Facing South
by Southeast. Note Exposed Gravels on Road Surface.

4.6

41MV356
Site 41MV356 (Figure 4-16) is recorded to intersect the current APE. The location of the
site is available via the Atlas, but no site form is associated with the location. The site
was recorded in 2010 by Blanton & Associates, Inc. as a historic open earthen canal
which crosses under FM 1021 approximately 20 m (66 ft) south of the APE (Figure 4-17).
An NRHP determination of site 41MV356 as of 2011 was undetermined. Upon revisiting
site 41MV356, it became clear that no portion of the site intersects the APE.
Furthermore, the APE in this area has been heavily impacted by the construction of the
South Cinco Gate and FM 2366. As a result, 41MV356 is recommended not eligible
within the APE for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-16. Revisit Results for Site 41MV356.
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Figure 4-17. Overview of Site 41MV356 Location from APE, Facing South by
Southwest. Note Site 41MV356 in the Background.

4.7

41MV265
Site 41MV265 was recorded in 2000 by Wendy Lopez & Associates. It is a small lithic
scatter within an existing road and the bladed areas adjacent to the road (Figure 4-18).
According to the original site form, the site is heavily disturbed. Very few artifacts were
recorded at the site: three bifacial cores and early to mid stage lithic reduction flakes. In
2001, the eligibility of site 41MV265 for inclusion in the NRHP was undetermined. The
site record states that the site has been subject to “extensive to nearly total disturbance
from multiple episodes of road grading maintenance, blading adjacent to the road, and a
shallow ditch blading to channelize runoff from the road.”
Upon revisiting the recorded location of this site within the APE, the disturbances
discussed above were readily apparent (Figure 4-19). No evidence of archaeology was
observed at the site location within the APE. Site 41MV265 is recommended not eligible
within the APE for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-18. Revisit Results for Sites 41MV265 and 41MV273.
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Figure 4-19. Slough and Ditch Resulting from Blading the Road at Site
41MV265 Location, Facing West.

4.8

41MV273
Located on a low rise and intersected by two ranch roads, site 41MV273 was recorded in
2000 by Wendy Lopez & Associates as a large dense lithic scatter which contains
evidence of reoccupation and repeated visitation (Figure 4-18 and Figure 4-21). The site
consisted of lithic artifacts consistent with early–mid stage reduction activities. Many
bifacial and multidirectional cores were noted at the site plus one possible utilized flake.
The largest concentration of materials was observed at the highest point of the site. The
original site record notes one possible feature consisting of a 1 m (3 ft) rock
concentration, but the site recorder notes that this is more likely the result of recent
earthmoving disturbance. The site map indicates that no artifacts were observed in the
roads when the site was originally recorded. As of 2001, the eligibility of site 41MV273
for inclusion in the NRHP was undetermined.
The current APE intersects site 41MV273 along the southernmost road within the site
(Figure 4-20). The APE intersects along an east-west trajectory along a barbed wire
fence. During the course of the survey, the portion of site 41MV273 within the current
APE was revisited. The result of the revisit confirms the original finding that no artifacts
or features are present within the current APE. Thus, site 41MV273 is recommended not
eligible within the APE for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-20. Overview of Recorded Location of Site 41MV273 within Area of
Potential Effects, Facing West.

4.9

41MV274
Recorded in 2000 as a small, surficial lithic scatter, site 41MV274 is located on the
margin of a higher geomorphic surface with a lower terrace surface (Figure 4-21). The
site is located along a graded Cinco Ranch road which runs east-west and then forks,
and a smaller dirt road turns toward the southwest. The site was recorded by Wendy
Lopez & Associates during a survey of the JTF-6 road construction and improvement
project. The sparse artifact scatter consists of early stage reduction flakes and four
bifaces. The original site recorder notes that there is a possibility for intact subsurface
deposits in the eastern portion of the site, but no subsurface testing was conducted.
According to the site sketch map, no artifacts were recorded within the existing roads. In
2001, the eligibility of site 41MV274 for inclusion in the NRHP was undetermined.
The recorded location of site 41MV274 within the current APE was revisited during this
survey (Figure 4-22). No artifacts or features were observed within the survey area,
which is consistent with the original site sketch map. Furthermore, disturbance resulting
from road maintenance was noted within the APE. It is evident that the site does not exist
within the current APE, and site 41MV274 is recommended not eligible within the APE
for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-21. Revisit Results for Sites 41MV273, 41MV274, 41MV275, 41MV276, 41MV271, and 41MV272.
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Figure 4-22. Overview of Site 41MV274 toward the Center of the Site, Facing
Southwest.

4.10

41MV275
Site 41MV275 was recorded in 2000 as a large lithic scatter site on a relatively flat
terrace east of the Rio Grande River by Wendy Lopez & Associates (Figure 4-21). The
site is adjacent to one of the Cinco Ranch roads as is runs southwest and forks to the
west. The site consists of lithic debitage, bifacial and multidirectional cores, utilized
flakes, 12 early stage bifaces, and 1 late stage biface. The high density of artifacts and
the number of sites concentrated in this region along the Rio Grande suggests that the
site was probably revisited multiple times. The record states that the roads in the site
have exposed much archaeological material. An eligibility status of undetermined for
inclusion in the NRHP was made in 2001.
Site 41MV275 was revisited within the current APE during this survey (Figure 4-23). No
artifacts or features were observed within the survey area. The APE follows a very
heavily trafficked road which has been extremely impacted by usage and maintenance
activities. Based on this survey, site 41MV275 has been destroyed within the current
APE, and site 41MV275 is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion in the
NRHP.
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Figure 4-23. Overview of Site 41MV275 from Area of Potential Effects toward
the Center of the Site, Facing West.

4.11

41MV276
Located on a terrace, site 41MV276 was recorded in 2000 by Wendy Lopez &
Associates as a very large lithic scatter which contains evidence of repeated visitation
(Figure 4-21). The site is bisected by the current APE and, according to the site form and
map, artifacts were observed adjacent to the APE but not within it. The site consists of a
sparse scatter of lithic artifacts, including chipped stone debitage, bifaces, and a utilized
flake. As of 2001, the eligibility of site 41MV276 for inclusion in the NRHP is
undetermined.
The current APE intersects site 41MV276 along the road running east-west (Figure
4-24).The portion of site 41MV276 within the current APE was revisited during the course
of the survey. The area has no soil deposition and is comprised of natural gravels and
exposed bedrock resulting from road usage and maintenance. The result of the revisit
confirms the original finding that no artifacts or features are present within the current
APE. Thus, site 41MV276 is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion in the
NRHP.
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Figure 4-24. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV276 within the
Current Area of Potential Effects, Facing West by Northwest. Note Gravels and
Exposed Bedrock.

4.12

41MV271
In 2000, Wendy Lopez & Associates recorded site 41MV271 as a small lithic scatter on a
low hilltop (Figure 4-21). The site consisted of early stage chipped stone debitage, one
bifacial core, and two multidirectional cores. At the time it was recorded, site 41MV271
had been heavily impacted by quarrying activities. The site is also bisected by the current
APE. When the site was originally recorded, one multidirectional core was observed
within the ranch road which is the current APE. The eligibility of site 41MV271 for
inclusion in the NRHP was undetermined as of 2001.
Upon revisiting the recorded location of site 41MV271 within the current APE, it became
clear that the use and maintenance of the road has destroyed the portion of the site
within the survey area (Figure 4-25). The road has been graded, and no soil deposition
was observed within the survey area. No artifacts or features were observed during the
revisit of site 41MV271. As a result, site 41MV271 is recommended not eligible within the
APE for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-25. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV271, Facing West.
Note Lack of Soil Deposition.

4.13

41MV272
Site 41MV272 was recorded by Wendy Lopez & Associates in 2002 as a low density
lithic scatter between the existing road and a sandstone outcrop (Figure 4-21). The site
consists of early stage debitage and three bifaces. The site record states that the site is
heavily disturbed. Two parallel roads (the easternmost being the current APE) divided by
a barbed wire fence intersect the eastern edge of the site. As of 2001, the eligibility of
site 41MV272 for inclusion in the NRHP is undetermined.
The current APE intersects the easternmost boundary of the site which has been
severely impacted by road maintenance activities (Figure 4-26). The road has been
graded, and adjacent to the road runs a barbed wire fence which has also disturbed the
recorded site area. During the course of the survey within the APE, no evidence of
archaeology was observed. Therefore, site 41MV272 is recommended not eligible within
the APE for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-26. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV272 from within
the APE toward the Center of the Site, Facing West.

4.14

41MV283
Site 41MV283 is recorded at the northern end of the current APE. It was recorded in
2002 by Daniel E. Fox as a prehistoric occupation area and a late-nineteenth to midtwentieth century farm and ranch headquarters (Figure 4-27). The site form notes that
the site is on the leading edge of a high terrace on the Rio Grande River. Prehistoric
artifacts recorded at the site include chipped and burned chert and quartzitic gravels,
smoothed sandstone fragments, and mussel shell fragments. The historic artifacts
include glass, ceramics, and metal. Possible burned gravel hearths were also recorded,
and Fox stated that portions of the prehistoric component may remain intact. The NRHP
eligibility of site 41MV283 was undetermined in 2003.
The current APE within the recorded location of site 41MV283 follows a ranch road which
runs northwest-southeast along the floodplain under a high terrace (Figure 4-28). The
APE intersects the western edge of the site. Based on the site form, the site itself does
not extend into the floodplain and is confined to the terrace. Within the recorded site
location, the APE was surveyed within a 3 ft (1 m) buffer of the road, and no artifacts or
features were observed. It is apparent, based on the current survey results and the
original site form, that site 41MV283 does not extend into the current survey corridor.
Therefore, site 41MV283 is recommended not eligible within the current APE for
inclusion in the NRHP.
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Figure 4-27. Revisit Results for Sites 41MV283 and 41MV279.
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Figure 4-28. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV283 within the
Current Survey Corridor, Facing North.

4.15

41MV279
Site 41MV279 was recorded in 2001 by Daniel E. Fox as a partially exposed buried
prehistoric lithic scatter on a high silt terrace of the Rio Grande River (Figure 4-27). The
site is composed of chipped stone debitage, small burnt chert gravels, and mussel shell
flecks. The 2002 eligibility status of site 41MV279 was undetermined for inclusion in the
NRHP.
The current APE intersects the recorded southeastern-most boundary of site 41MV279.
The silty road has been frequently used and is rutted out from the vehicle traffic (Figure
4-29). No artifacts were observed within the APE. Because the APE falls within a
frequently trafficked road, no shovel tests were excavated within the survey area. Due to
the level of disturbance at the recorded location, site 41MV279 within the survey area,
and lack of artifacts or features; attempts to relocate the site within the survey area were
unsuccessful. As a result, site 41MV279 is recommended not eligible within the APE for
inclusion in the NRHP.

December 2015 | 65

Intensive Archaeological Survey of the Proposed El Indio Ranch Roads Maintenance Project
Maverick County, Del Rio Sector, Texas

Figure 4-29. Overview of the Recorded Location of Site 41MV279 within the
Current Survey Area, Facing Southwest. Note Tire Ruts in Road.
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5

Summary and Recommendations

5.1

National Register Eligibility

5.1.1

Criteria for Evaluation of Eligibility
As part of the Section 106 review process, cultural resources investigations are
undertaken with the purpose of identifying resources that are listed in, or eligible for
listing in, the NRHP. The assessment of significance of cultural resources is based on
federal guidelines and regulations. Any cultural resource that is listed in or eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP is known as a “historic property,” and the term “eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP” includes both properties formally determined as such by the
Secretary of the Interior and all other properties that meet NRHP-listing criteria (36 CFR
800.2). The criteria for evaluating properties for inclusion in the NRHP (36 CFR 60.4 [a–
d]) are codified under the authority of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation has set forth guidelines to
use in determining site eligibility. Subsequent to the identification of relevant historical
themes and related research questions, these four criteria for eligibility are applied:
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling, and association and
A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or
B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or
D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history. Note that the application of Criterion D presupposes that the information
imparted by the site is significant in history or prehistory [36 CFR 60.4, emphasis
added].
The physical characteristics and historic significance of the overall property are
examined when conducting NRHP evaluations. Although a property in its entirety may be
considered eligible based on Criteria A, B, C, and/or D, specific data are also required for
individual components therein based on date, function, history, physical characteristics,
and other information. Resources that do not relate in a significant way to the overall
property may contribute if they independently meet the NRHP criteria.
For a historic resource, district, or landscape to be determined eligible for the NRHP, it
must retain enough of its historic integrity to convey its significance. For the NRHP, there
are seven aspects of integrity:
1. Location
2. Design
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3. Setting
4. Materials
5. Workmanship
6. Feeling
7. Association
Occasionally, certain resources fall into categories in which they must be evaluated
further using one or more of the following Criterion Considerations. If a resource
identified during the reconnaissance-level survey falls into one of these categories, the
following Criterion Considerations will be applied in conjunction with one or more of the
four National Register criteria:
A. A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic
distinction or historical importance, or
B. A building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant
primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly
associated with a historic person or event, or
C. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no
other appropriate site or building directly associated with his or her productive life, or
D. A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from
association with historic events, or
E. A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and
presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no
other building or structure with the same association has survived, or
F. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic
value has invested it with its own historical significance, or
G. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional
importance (36 CFR 60.4).
The scientific value of archaeological sites is assessed under Criterion D. With regard
specifically to this criterion, the goal of prehistoric archaeological research and
management is to fill gaps in the knowledge about specific research domains. Scientific
importance is driven, in part, by the research paradigms of the time and in part by the
amount of information available about a particular research topic in a specific geographic
area. The most robust forms of scientific importance should honor diverse and
occasionally competing schools of research interests and their attendant approaches. In
order to fulfill Criterion D, a site must possess certain attributes (e.g., intact buried
cultural strata with functionally and temporally diagnostic materials, datable cultural
features), such that further intensive research at the site could be expected to add
additional information to relevant research questions.
The research domains are addressed through testing and excavation programs; over
time, data required for addressing specific questions are collected, analyzed, and
compiled. Eventually, the potential importance, or significance, of sites that contain only
the types of data already collected may diminish. This suggests the identification criteria
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of important historic properties are tied to both a specific geographic area reflecting a
cultural adaptation or cultural region and a state of accumulated knowledge about a
research domain topic. The criteria and priorities of important sites are apt to shift as
accepted research paradigms change or as data accumulations approach redundancy.
Archaeological sites that retain contextual integrity and contain artifacts and features
capable of contributing information toward addressing relevant research issues are
significant and should therefore be considered eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.

5.1.2

State Antiquities Landmark
At the state level, archaeological sites may be considered significant and be recognized
or designated as an SAL, provided that at least one of the following conditions is met:
1. The archaeological site is situated on lands owned or controlled by the State of
Texas or one of its political subdivisions; or
2. The archaeological site is situated on private land which has been specifically
designated as an SAL and fits at least one of the following criteria:
A. Preservation of materials must be sufficient to allow application of standard
archaeological techniques to advantage;
B. The majority of artifacts are in place so that a significant portion of the site’s
original characteristics can be defined through investigation;
C. The site has the potential to contribute to cumulative cultural history by the
addition of new information;
D. The site offers evidence of unique or rare attributes; and/or
E. The site offers a unique and rare opportunity to test techniques, theories, or
methods of preservation, thereby contributing to scientific knowledge [Texas
Natural Resources Code 1977; Title 9, Chapter 191, Texas Antiquities
Committee, Section 191.094 and Chapter 41.7, Antiquities Code of Texas].
Buildings, structures, cultural landscapes, and non-archaeological sites, objects, and
districts may be designated as an SAL, provided that the following conditions are met:
1. The property fits within at least one of the following criteria:
A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history, including importance to a
particular cultural or ethnic group;
B. The property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
C. The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction; represents the work of a master; possesses high
artistic values; or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction;
D. The property has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
Texas culture or history;
2. The property retains integrity at the time of the nomination, as determined by the
executive director of the commission; and
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3. For buildings and structures only, the property must be listed in the NRHP, either
individually, or as a contributing property within a historic district. Contributing
status may be determined by the Keeper of the National Register of the
executive director of the commission.

5.2

Conclusion and Recommendation Summary

5.2.1

Recommendations
During the course of the survey for the proposed ongoing maintenance of new CBP
infrastructure, 60.44 miles (97.27 km) of existing roads with a 3 ft (1 m) buffer within the
O’Brien Cinco Ranch were subjected to pedestrian survey and photo documentation.
The roads varied throughout the APE. A majority of the roads were graded bounded by
slough piles on either side and some of the graded roads were bounded by ditches. In
addition, the survey crew also encountered gravel roads, two track roads, and the entire
length of FM 2366 was paved. The roads have been previously maintained for use by the
ranchers and the CBP. The roads are well maintained, and maintenance activities for the
roads consist of grading, sculpting, and ditch excavation.
The survey resulted in the identification of two newly recorded prehistoric archaeological
sites, the revisit of 13 previously recorded sites, and the identification of 18 non-site
isolated finds (see Table 4-1). All the cultural resources identified in the APE are
recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.

41MV397
Site 41MV397 was recorded as a sparse prehistoric lithic scatter within an existing road
on a terrace southeast of the Rio Grande River. The site measures 1792.48 m² and
consists of nine artifacts, including seven chert flakes and two chert cores. No diagnostic
artifacts or features were observed at the site. The site is located within an existing road
and has been heavily impacted by the use and maintenance of the road. Due to the low
artifact density, lack of diagnostic artifacts and features, lack of soil deposition, and lack
of integrity, site 41MV397 is considered to have low potential to aid in our understanding
of the prehistory of the area. Site 41MV397 does not meet the National Register
eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) and is recommended not eligible for inclusion.

41MV398
Site 41MV398 is a prehistoric lithic scatter located within an existing road on a terrace
southeast of the Rio Grande River. It measures 731.91 m² and consists of 138
prehistoric artifacts, including 137 chert flakes and 1 chert core. In addition, one
amethyst glass shard was observed at the site. No diagnostic artifacts or features were
observed at the site. As it is located within an existing road, site 41MV398 lacks integrity
resulting from the disturbance related to the road usage and maintenance. Due to the
lack of integrity, lack of diagnostic artifacts and features, and lack of soil deposition, site
41MV398 is considered to have low potential to aid in our understanding of the prehistory
of the area. Site 41MV398 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36
CFR §60.4 [d]) and is recommended not eligible for inclusion.
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41MV255
Site 41MV255 was revisited within the current APE during the course of this survey. The
site was originally recorded as a multicomponent site which consists of historic graffiti on
bedrock slabs underneath an unspecified prehistoric site upon a terrace east of the Rio
Grande River. During the survey of the site within the current APE, a total of 131
prehistoric artifacts were observed within the road. No historic artifacts were identified.
No diagnostic artifacts or features were observed at the site. All the cultural materials
were found within the existing road and have been disturbed by the road usage and
maintenance. Due to the lack of integrity, lack of diagnostic artifacts and features, and
lack of soil deposition at site 41MV255 within the APE, it is considered to have low
potential to aid in our understanding of the prehistory of the area. Within the APE, site
41MV255 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) and is
recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV356
Site 41MV356 is a previously recorded historic site which intersects the current APE. The
site was originally recorded as a historic open earthen canal which crosses FM 1021
approximately 20 m (66 ft) south of the current APE. The recorded location of the site
was revisited within the current APE, and no portion of the site was found to intersect the
survey area. As a result, within the APE, site 41MV356 does not meet the National
Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) and is recommended not eligible within the
APE for inclusion.

41MV265
The recorded location of site 41MV265 within the APE was revisited during the course of
the survey. It was originally recorded as a small lithic scatter within an existing road. At
the time it was originally recorded, it was noted that the site had been heavily disturbed
by the road. Upon revisiting the site’s recorded location, no evidence of archaeology was
observed, and the disturbance to the road by usage and maintenance was obvious. As a
result, site 41MV356 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR
§60.4 [d]) within the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV273
Site 41MV273 was previously recorded as a large dense lithic scatter which contains
evidence of reoccupation and repeated visitation. The recorded location of the site is
bisected by the current APE , which was revisited during the course of this survey. The
APE has been heavily impacted within the recorded site boundary due to road usage and
maintenance. No evidence of archaeology was observed within the APE. Thus, site
41MV273 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) within
the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.
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41MV274
Site 41MV274 was revisited within the APE during this survey. It was originally recorded
as a small, surficial lithic scatter along the current APE. The APE within the recorded
location of site 41MV274 has been heavily impacted by the existing graded road. No
evidence of archaeology was observed within the APE. Due to the lack of archaeology
observed within the APE, site 41MV274 does not meet the National Register eligibility
criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) within the APE and is recommended not eligible within the
APE for inclusion.

41MV275
The recorded location of 41MV275 also intersects the current APE. The site was
originally recorded as a large lithic scatter on a relatively flat terrace, east of the Rio
Grande River. The location of the site was revisited within the APE during this survey,
and no evidence of archaeology was observed. The APE within the recorded site
location has been heavily impacted by the existing road and its maintenance. As a result,
site 41MV275 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d])
within the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV276
Site 41MV276 is recorded to intersect the current APE. It was recorded originally as a
very large lithic scatter with evidence of repeated visitation. This site was revisited within
the current APE and yielded no evidence of archaeology within the survey corridor. In
addition, the APE has been disturbed by the existing road usage and maintenance. Site
41MV276 within the APE does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR
§60.4 [d]) and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV271
Originally recorded as a small lithic scatter, site 41MV271 intersects the current APE.
The portion of the site located within the APE was revisited during the survey, and no
evidence of archaeology was observed. The entire APE within the recorded site area has
been heavily disturbed by the existing road. Therefore, within the APE, site 41MV271
does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) and is
recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV272
Site 41MV272 is a previously recorded archaeological site, which is intersected by the
current APE. It was originally recorded as a low density lithic scatter that had been
heavily impacted by the ranch roads which bisect it. The portion of the site within the
APE was revisited during the survey, and no evidence of archaeology was observed
within the recorded site area. Furthermore, the previously recorded disturbances were
noted in association with the existing roads. Due to the lack of cultural materials, site
41MV272 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) within
the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.
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41MV267
Site 41MV267 was previously recorded in the area and is intersected by the current APE.
This site was originally recorded as a lithic raw material source bisected by a ranch road,
which is within the current APE. The APE has been greatly impacted by the existing
ranch road, and no evidence of archaeology was observed during this survey. Site
41MV267 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) within
the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV268
The previously recorded location of site 41MV267 within the APE was revisited during
the current survey. The site was originally recorded as a moderately sized lithic scatter
which may represent a habitation site. During the revisit of the location, it was
immediately apparent that the APE has been heavily impacted by routine maintenance
activities. A single tertiary flake was recorded in the existing road approximately 50 m
(164 ft) south of the site datum. Due to the level of disturbance in the road, this artifact is
likely out of context. No intact cultural materials were observed within the APE. Thus, site
41MV268 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) within
the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV283
Site 41MV283 is a previously recorded multicomponent site located near the northern
end of the APE. The site was originally recorded as a prehistoric occupation area and
late-nineteenth to early-twentieth century farm and ranch headquarters located on a high
terrace on the Rio Grande River. The recorded location of the site extends into the
current APE and was revisited within the current survey corridor. The APE follows a
ranch road in the floodplain of the Rio Grande River below a high terrace. No evidence of
archaeology was observed within the current APE. As a result, within the APE, site
41MV283 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR §60.4 [d]) and is
recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

41MV279
Originally recorded as a prehistoric lithic scatter on a high terrace on the Rio Grande
River, the recorded location of site 41MV279 intersects the current APE. The APE
intersect the very southeastern-most boundary of the site. No evidence of archaeology
was observed within the APE, and this area has been heavily impacted by vehicle traffic.
Therefore, site 41MV279 does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria (36 CFR
§60.4 [d]) within the APE and is recommended not eligible within the APE for inclusion.

Isolated Finds
A total of 18 non-site isolated finds (EI ISO 001–EI ISO 018) were recorded during the
course of the 60.44 mile (97.27 km) survey. None of these isolated finds meet the
definition of an archaeological site because of the lack of additional artifacts found in
association with the find. By nature, isolated finds are not eligible for inclusion in the
NRHP.
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5.2.2

Conclusion
Due to the lack of intact cultural resources observed and the level of disturbance within
the APE, it is unlikely that the current undertaking will affect any cultural resources. In
accordance with 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 800 and 13 Texas
Administrative Code [TAC] 26, no further archaeological investigations are
recommended for the presently defined APE, and proposed ongoing maintenance of new
CBP infrastructure within the El Indio APE on the O’Brien Cinco Ranch may proceed.
However, in the event that any archaeological deposits are encountered during
construction, work should cease, and the THC should be notified.
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